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Some friends of mine used to have a cartoon hanging on the wall of their business that truly embodied one of the primary principles of success.   It was a very plain, simple, black and white drawing of a pelican eating a frog.  The frog’s head was completely in the pelican’s mouth, but the frog was not going down without a fight.  He had his arms still out of the bird’s mouth, his hands around the bird’s throat and was in the process of strangling his predator.  The caption at the bottom:  Don’t EVER give up!

 

The cartoon is funny, but the message is powerful.  Most people fall short of success because they quit too soon.  Winners are just ex-losers who got mad!  Failure is the stuff that fertilizer is made of, so take the failures of your past and fertilize the seeds of greatness that are within you; keep moving until you reach success.  Victory belongs to those who do not give up.  Every great leader who has left his or her mark on history will be able to share countless stories about how things looked hopeless throughout their life, but they kept pushing forward until they won.

Thomas Edison was one determined individual.  We know him for the light bulb, the phonograph and motion pictures, but the fact is that he invented thousands of things and failed tens of thousands of times in the process.  He was known to work 18 hours a day and sleep only 4-5 hours per night.  A reporter once asked him how he felt about all his failures during the process of perfecting the light bulb.  Edison responded:  If I find 10,000 ways something won't work, I haven't failed. I am not discouraged, because every wrong attempt discarded is often a step forward.
 Failure is a natural process that must take place for us to become successful.  It is educational in that it helps eliminate the things that won’t work.  It is powerful in that it forces us to move forward in the face of resistance, improving our stamina and determination.  Refuse to let family, friends or circumstances defeat you.  If you do suffer defeat, learn from it, stand back up and try again.  Eventually you will rise like the Phoenix from the ashes of defeat.  

 

Success is a decision, a deliberate decision that you have the power within you to make.  Determination is the key and you can choose to use it or not.  You can either peck around in the dirt with the chickens or you can soar like an eagle; it’s totally your choice.   I hope for your sake that you choose the latter.  As for me, I choose: Never, never, never give up!
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